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Executive Summary
 
 
Lower and Upper Saucon Townships have made significant investments in park areas and recreation 
facilities. This Plan recommends continuing and strengthening these investments. 
 
The citizen survey indicated a strong desire for open space protection, greenway and trail 
development, existing park area improvement and expanded promotion of recreation opportunities. A 
staff person whose time is dedicated to the work of implementing this Plan will make citizen desires a 
reality. 
 
A shared full-time recreation, parks and open space director should be hired to effectively administer 
the park and open space areas, recreation facilities, programs and services for both Townships.  
 
The citizen survey also indicated a major need for improved promotion of recreation opportunities. 
Many people did not know where parks were located or what recreation programs were offered. 
Concentrated efforts should be placed on making citizens aware of the park and open space areas, 
recreation facilities and recreation programs their tax dollars support. Better promotion will lead to 
citizen support for increased funding for open space protection and recreation and parks services. A 
joint guide to the Townships’ recreation, parks and open space systems should be prepared to 
increase citizen awareness of the opportunities available to them. The guide should include a map of 
site locations, featuring all public parks and open space areas and recreation facilities and private 
ones that are open for public use, the facilities and amenities at each park and park rules and 
regulations. In addition, a regional recreation program guide which includes Township-sponsored 
recreation programs and special events and other program opportunities available within each 
Township’s school district and its municipalities should be produced. 
 
Improvements and enhancements to the facilities and amenities at existing Township neighborhood 
and community parks will help the parks better meet citizen’s recreation needs. Correcting safety 
issues at Southern Lehigh Living Memorial Park, with Upper Saucon Township working with park 
user groups, is of particular importance. Southern Lehigh Living Memorial Park is a large private 
community park that receives heavy use by Township citizens and should be maintained at a higher 
standard of care. Partnerships with sports organizations should be continued and strengthened to 
build and maintain athletic fields in both Townships’ parks. The region’s outdoor swimming pools are 
operated by Hellertown Borough and the Southern Lehigh Pool Association.  The Townships should 
help to establish a capital plan for repair and maintenance of the swimming pools and help research 
and secure funding.  
 
A joint committee with representatives from both Townships and both School Districts should be 
formed to study the purchase and development of a joint community park centrally located to serve 
both Lower and Upper Saucon Township residents. DCNR grant funds should be applied for to hire a 
planning consultant to do a feasibility study and master plan for the purchase and development of the 
joint community park, with both Townships providing matching funds. Amenities to consider for the 
new park should include baseball, softball, soccer and multi-purpose fields, an artificial turf field, a 
band shell/amphitheatre, walking paths and facilities for self-directed recreation opportunities such as 
fishing, in-line skating and mountain biking. If a joint community park is not feasible, Upper Saucon 
Township should acquire land for a new community park located in the western portion of the 
Township. 
 
Recreation programs and special events bring citizens into Township parks and schools to enjoy the 
facilities their tax dollars support. The Townships’ top priorities should be to eliminate duplication of 
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resources and effort and pursue cooperation with other recreation providers. The formation of a 
regional recreation commission with the school district that serves each Township and the other 
municipalities within the district should be explored. A regional recreation commission would offer 
community recreation programs and special events for all ages.  
 
To implement this Plan, the Townships must maintain the appropriate level of municipal fund and 
capital fund financial support and identify and pursue the income sources, partnerships and volunteer 
involvement needed to maintain existing parks, acquire parkland and open space areas, develop 
recreation facilities and provide recreation programs for citizens. The Townships are encouraged to 
develop a business sponsorship package for special events and park projects, prepare a gift catalog 
of needed park improvements, develop an adopt-a-park program to help with improvements to park 
areas and establish Township-wide “Friends of the Parks” groups. These would be membership-
based organizations that can organize as a 501©(3) to raise funds and volunteer at events. 
 
To ensure that park and open space areas and recreation facilities are well-maintained, safe and 
secure for visitors a park maintenance management plan should be prepared. This will establish 
minimum standards of care for park areas and recreation facilities with a seasonal written schedule of 
routine maintenance duties that must be performed to achieve the standards of care.  
 
DCNR grants should be applied for to help pay for staffing, park improvements, trail planning and 
development and land acquisition. The DCNR regional recreation and parks advisor should be invited 
to visit the Townships, tour the park areas and meet with staff, elected officials and parks and 
recreation board members to discuss grant project funding for park feasibility studies, master plans, 
circuit rider director and peer-to-peer technical assistance. 
  
Within the Saucon Region, the protection of open space has become one of the general public’s 
greatest priorities.  Attitudinal survey results conducted as part of this Plan confirm the public’s strong 
preferences for the protection of nature and passive recreation opportunities.  But the Region is 
experiencing tremendous development pressures, particularly for suburban residences.  This Plan 
assembles a variety of techniques to actively pursue open space protection.   
 
First the Plan inventories a variety of important natural and cultural features which can be used to 
suggest needed conservation areas through strengthened environmental regulations.  Next the Plan 
reinforces the need for both Townships to engage in “smart growth” planning and zoning techniques 
that confine projected growth into compact neighborhoods that are fitted with a wide ranges of public 
facilities and services; this relieves development pressure in outlying conservation areas.  In Upper 
Saucon Township, the Plan recommends that transferable development rights (TDRs) be used to tap 
new residential growth to compensate landowners who voluntarily sell their development rights and 
thereby protect valuable open space.   
 
One innovation in this Plan involves the use of mandatory dedication procedures and laws to protect 
not just parklands, but open spaces.  This approach will provide a steady flow of funds that can be 
used by each Township to purchase priority open space properties or offer compensation to 
landowners who agree to impose conservation easements upon valuable open spaces.  Other 
landowners in rural areas often donate conservation easements on their land for altruistic reasons 
and/or federal income tax deductions.  This Plan suggests methods to promote and assist in the use 
of conservation easements to protect open space. 
 
Vast open spaces should be concentrated in outlying rural areas to offer sufficient mass for wildlife 
protection and to offer undisturbed natural settings.  Other open spaces can be fitted within 
neighborhoods and offer close-to-home amenity and scenery.  The Plan suggests that both 
Townships adjust development densities and review procedures to promote cluster developments 
that feature protected open spaces.  As part of this technique the Plan advocates the installation of 
riparian buffers along watercourses as a means to improve surface water quality, localize wildlife 
habitats and offer streamside trails and greenways.   
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I.  Introduction
 
 
 
 
A. Purpose of the Plan 
 
 Like any business, local governments need to chart future plans so that they can assure an 

efficient use of resources. Local governments are in the business of assuring public welfare 
and delivering public services. The preparation of a Comprehensive Recreation Plan pro-
vides a deliberate framework of information that can be used to make future decisions re-
garding the delivery of recreation services and the protection of important open spaces. In 
addition, this Plan, as a Regional Plan, will identify ways for Lower and Upper Saucon 
Townships and the Southern Lehigh and Saucon Valley School Districts to work together to 
make the Region a better place to live and play.  

 
 One definition of comprehensive planning is “the allocation of municipal resources toward 

municipal goals and objectives”; this definition embodies the essence of this study. This 
study first catalogs, maps and describes the Region's resources. These resources include 
many things, such as land, streams, roads, parks, neighborhoods, programs, schools, staff, 
maintenance equipment, finances, and so on. Analyses are performed to determine the 
capability of these resources to serve or accommodate recreation needs. 

 
 Next, a set of recreation goals are formulated. These goals establish a list of priorities that 

need to be addressed. Third, the goals are applied to the municipal resources, yielding a 
future scheme for the development of parklands and recreation programs. It also suggests 
means for conserving important natural and cultural resources. 

 
 Finally, implementation strategies are discussed and recommended that enable the Region 

to set in motion the analyses and information presented in the Plan. These strategies will in-
volve those planning technologies currently available for use by local governments within 
the Region. In the end, any planning process is meaningless, unless its recommendations 
find application as part of the Region's business—the protection of public welfare and the 
delivery of public services. 

 
 
B. How To Use This Plan 
 
 This Comprehensive Recreation Plan has been assembled to serve several important 

purposes. Principally, the Plan is aimed at assisting members of the governing bodies and 
staff of the two Townships and other local officials in the administration of the Region's 
recreation facilities and programs. Second, the Plan will investigate ways to protect 
important open spaces that contribute to the Region’s natural and cultural character. Many 
action-oriented recommendations have been expressed throughout the Plan text; these 
recommendations have been italicized and printed in bold letters so that the decision-
maker's attention is immediately drawn to them. The several maps within the Plan have also 
been carefully prepared and colored so that the information can be easily visualized. The 
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many analyses utilized throughout the study were devised to maximize utility of the findings. 
Step-by-step description of these methodologies have been furnished to enable the reader 
to gain a better understanding of the issue, and its planning implications. Finally, a detailed 
Table of Contents and Executive Summary appear at the beginning of the text, which 
provides quick reference to the appropriate sections of the study.  All of these features will 
aid local decision-makers in their evaluation of future recreation proposals. 

 
 A second important function of this Plan is its collection of important information. The term 

“comprehensive” accurately describes the composition of this report; its contents are quite 
comprehensive. Accordingly, the Plan provides convenient access to a wealth of up-to-date 
information concerning its many interrelated factors. This information will serve, not only 
local and Regional officials, but service agencies, property owners, residents, business 
leaders, and prospective developers. The cataloging of existing conditions will also provide 
the groundwork upon which future Plan updates can be more easily accomplished. 

 
 Finally, the Plan conveys a set of policies regarding future recreation development within 

the Region. These policies are based upon the Region's goals and can be useful to local 
decision-makers. In addition, many of the recommendations of this Plan specifically respond 
to the wishes of the general public who were surveyed and heard at several “town meet-
ings” during the Plan’s preparation. Therefore, the Plan incorporates extensive public input. 

 
 In summary, it is important for all of those persons involved and/or interested in the 

delivery of recreation services and/or the conservation of open space to read and 
understand this entire Plan, at least once.  Then, local decision-makers should keep 
it handy when evaluating future development proposals, service adjustments or 
public investments. The Plan's format will avail considerable information, analysis 
and expertise without requiring its complete rereading.  In the end, it is hoped that 
the Plan will become a powerful, yet practical, tool in local decision-making. 
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II.  Study Goals
 
 
 
 
                      “If you don’t know where you are going, any road will take you there!” 

  -An old saying 
 

or any project to maximize its likelihood for success, it is important that goals be established to 
guide the efforts. This Plan and the Region’s park and recreation services are no exception. 

The following lists goals that have been expressed for this Plan. This list is derived from information 
developed by the Study Committee and used to “bid” this project. In addition, a workshop meeting 
was held to discuss needs and wishes among the various participants. 
 
As you may notice, some of these goals are rather general. This is due to the fact that, in some in-
stances, the Region is just beginning to offer particular park and recreation services and does not 
yet have the experience to provide specific direction. On the other hand, the Region has a long 
history with other services and can readily articulate specific needs toward progress. For these 
reasons, this Plan will need to manage these varying levels of detail so that aggressive, but 
practical, recommendations can be formulated. 
 
The following lists the goals of this Plan by several key components: 
 
 
A. Planning Goals 
 

1. Determine community preferences for recreation facilities and programs. 
 
2. Ensure that recreation facilities and programs are accessible to all. 
 
3. Conduct a thorough inventory of natural (e.g. woodlands, steep slopes, wetlands, 

farmlands, etc.) and cultural (e.g. historic sites and archaeological resources) 
features that contribute to the overall recreation experience within the Region and 
can be used to devise a defensible strategy for the preservation of open space. 

 
4. Inventory existing parks and determine the level of service they provide to a par-

ticular locale or the Region. Identify deficiencies of existing parks and overcome 
known acute shortages of certain fields and courts. 

 
5. Build upon the existing spirit of cooperation among the municipalities, the School 

Districts and the Saucon Valley Community Center. 
 
6. Provide specific, prioritized actions to improve the region’s recreation and parks 

facilities, programs and services, identifying who is responsible for implementation, 
target completion dates, estimated costs and potential funding sources. 

 

F 
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7. Coordinate the findings of this Plan with the Region’s overall planning programs 
(i.e., municipalities and School District) and suggest needed adjustments to local 
land use policies that may present impediments to the creation of a successful park 
and open space system. 

 
8. Identify revisions to local development policies that encourage developers to 

“partner” in the preservation of open space and the provision of needed parkland. 
 

9. Assess the need for agricultural preservation techniques to be applied within the 
Region and estimate costs and potential funding sources for such methods. 

 
10. Identify key areas for natural and cultural resource protection and estimate costs 

and potential funding sources for such methods. 
 

11. Emphasize the importance of open space and natural resource protection as an 
integral component of preserving the Region’s natural and rural character. 

 
 

B. Facilities Goals 
 

12. Provide an objective system for the acquisition of new parks, the improvement of 
existing parks, and the maintenance of all parks to serve the Region’s growing 
population.   

 
13. Provide a network of community level and linear parks on a Regional basis that 

shares existing and future facilities according to local recreation preferences.  
Avoid the creation and Regional ownership and management of small 
neighborhood or pocket parks. 

 
14. Promote the creation of a network of open spaces that can deliver passive 

recreation opportunities to the doorstep of neighborhoods throughout the Region 
amid the Region’s rapidly-developing landscape.  At the same time, offer animal 
“habitat-highways” through which wildlife can safely migrate locally. 

 
15. In Upper Saucon Township, focus a “high” level of recreation service reflecting the 

dependence of adjoining “built-out” and rural municipalities (Coopersburg and 
Lower Milford) who rely in large measure on the facilities developed within the 
Township. 

 
16. In Lower Saucon Township, develop a high level of recreation service to 

supplement those existing facilities within Hellertown and of the Saucon Valley 
School District that currently serve Township residents. 

 
17. Seek to link parks, schools and other activity centers with linear parks, streamside 

buffers and sidewalks.  Investigate the feasibility of creation of a rail-trail along the 
SEPTA line, which is currently idle and the Liberty Bell Trolley line. 
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18. Conceptually plan for streamside buffers within the Townships as a means of im-
proving water quality and recreation opportunities with particular emphasis on use 
along the Saucon Creek which traverses the Region. 

 
19. Acknowledge the supportive role and facilities that DeSales and Lehigh 

Universities offer to the Region but do not rely upon these facilities for the normal 
day-to-day recreation needs of residents within the Region. 

 
20. Provide a short, medium and long-term Capital Improvement Program that includes 

facility/area name, descriptions of proposed improvements, estimated development 
costs and proposed funding sources. 

 
 
C. Administration and Public Involvement Goals 
 

21. Evaluate the effectiveness of the policies and procedures used to administer recre-
ation and park programs, facilities and services. 

 
22. Identify how the Townships cooperate with each other, their citizens, parks and 

recreation board members, the school districts, community organizations and 
businesses to provide parks and recreation facilities, programs and services. 

 
23. Develop strategies and recommendations to strengthen existing relationships and 

recommend new partnerships to provide parks and recreation facilities, programs 
and services. 

 
24. Examine the Region’s public relations efforts and recommend improvements to 

encourage use of parks, facilities and programs. 
 
25. Involve citizens to identify the Region’s recreational programming, parks and 

facility, and open space needs and priorities. 
 
26. Determine Americans with Disabilities Act compliance with respect to publicly-

accessible open space, park facilities, recreation programs and services. 
 

27. Implement long range and perpetual methods for the protection and maintenance 
of open space. 

 
 

D. Personnel Goals 
 
28. Describe and analyze the roles and responsibilities of staff and volunteers involved 

in the provision of recreation and park services for the Region. 
 
29. Recommend the level of staffing (paid and volunteer) and the organizational 

structure needed to effectively administer recreation and park facilities, programs 
and services, and implement plan recommendations in the Region. 
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E. Maintenance Goals 

 
30. Assess the current maintenance program, risk management practices and safety 

efforts. 
 

31. Recommend the appropriate level of maintenance for current and future parks, and 
publicly-accessible open spaces within the Region. 

 
 

F. Financing Goals 
 
32. Describe and analyze the current recreation and park budget and financial man-

agement process. 
 
 
33. Describe existing user fee policies governing recreation programs and facilities, 

then make recommendations for change. 
 
34. Identify a variety of potential funding sources for parks and open spaces within the 

Region. 
 
 

G. Recreation Program Goals 
 
35. Complete an inventory of the Region’s recreation services and programs. 
 
36. Analyze recreation programs and services and recommend new programs needed 

to address the Region’s existing program deficiencies, provide programming to 
underserved groups and close gaps in service. 
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the right-of-way for trail purposes.  As developments are planned along this route, 
the incorporation and development of this trail should be a local planning priority; 
it will also add significant amenity to each new subdivision as the trail grows. 

Township Officials should also initiate a trail feasibility study with adjoining 
Springfield and Richland Townships in Bucks County to extend the trolley line 
southward to connect with the segment currently planned to end in Quakertown 
Borough, Bucks County.  This would offer a truly regional connection that extends 
over 30 miles into Montgomery County and would link with many activity nodes 
along the way. 

 
MAJOR UTILITY RIGHTS-OF-WAY 

 
Pennsylvania Power and Light (PP&L) – Contact: James Andrew, PP&L Right-of-Way 
Agent, PP&L, Phone 484-634-3268.   Several easements and company owned 
properties traverse the Region as shown on the Cultural Features Map.  According to 
Mr. Andrew, these easements vary widely in width and are associated with high-voltage 
overhead electrical transmission lines.   PP&L reviews requests for use in and around 
such easements on a case-by-case basis at a cost which is typically $700.  In the past 
PP&L has approved local trails that follow their easements when such trails do not 
interfere with the company’s responsibility to operate and maintain these transmission 
lines. 
 
Buckeye Partners, LP   Contact: Linda E. Conrad, Right of Way Specialist, Buckeye 
Pipe Line Company, P. O. Box 368, Emmaus, PA  18049.  Phone 484-232-4404.“  
Buckeye owns and operates two pipelines, a 16-inch-diameter pipeline which was laid in 
1952 and a 20-inch-diameter pipeline which was laid in 1974, which lie parallel to each 
other and cross Upper Saucon Township in the APPROXIMATE location as shown on 
the map you provided (Cultural Features Map).  The pipelines carry refined liquid 
petroleum products, such as gasoline, heating oil and kerosene.  The width of the 
easements varies across the individual properties in Upper Saucon Township, 
depending on the right of way negotiated with the each property owner when the 
pipelines were laid.  However, Buckeye’s customary easement width is 25 feet on either 
side of each pipeline.”11  “Buckeye has developed a set of restriction specifications that 
will: 
 

1. reduce the risk of damage to our pipeline and related facilities; 
2. ensure unencumbered access to our right-of-way and pipeline facilities and the availability of adequate 

workspace for routine maintenance, future inspection, and/or repair work on our pipeline; and 
3. enable the effective corrosion protection of our pipeline. 

 
“All such activities and projects that are performed near Buckeye’s pipeline facilities are 
subject to formal review by Buckeye prior to issuance of final written approval. 
Depending on the scope of the project and its impact on Buckeye’s pipeline facilities, 
additional engineering requirements and protective measures may apply. The 
requirements are not only the policy of Buckeye, but comply with regulations set forth by 
the United States Department of Transportation, Safety Regulations, 49 CFR, Parts 192 
and 195.  We want to be a good neighbor, but to do so requires us to act responsibly in 
protecting our right-of-way and preventing damage to the pipeline system. While we 
want to make every effort to accommodate your desired use of your property, our 
responsibility for public safety is paramount.  Through proper planning and 

                                                      
11 March 16, 2005 letter from Linda E. Conrad, Right-of-Way Specialist for Buckeye Partners, LP. 
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communications, we can ensure the safety and integrity of our pipeline system and the 
welfare of our neighbors. 
 

“1.0 General Guidelines 
1.1 The safety of the pipeline must be considered at all times. No attempt to probe for or 

engage in any construction activities which might damage the pipeline is permitted.  
 
1.2 Before any preliminary field work or construction begins in the vicinity of Buckeye’s 

pipeline, a determination of the exact location and elevation of the pipeline must be 
made. To coordinate this procedure, please contact our local Field Operations 
Supervisor at the Buckeye facility nearest to your proposed project. See Attachment 
1 for a listing of Buckeye’s facilities and telephone numbers. 

 
1.3 All proposed drawings/plans must be submitted to Buckeye's Right of Way and 

Engineering Departments for review to determine to what extent, if any, the pipeline 
or right-of-way will be affected by the proposed construction and/or development. 
These drawings/plans must be prepared in strict compliance to Buckeye Specification 
“Requirements for Submission of Design Plans” (see Attachment 4). 

 
1.4 When any construction activity is conducted in or around our pipeline right-of-way, 

Buckeye’s On-Site Inspector must be present at all times. NO WORK SHALL TAKE 
PLACE WITHOUT A BUCKEYE ON-SITE INSPECTOR PRESENT. For this free 
service, contact our local Field Operations Supervisor at the Buckeye facility nearest 
to your proposed project. 

 
1.5 The Crossing Party shall contact Buckeye for re-marking of a pipeline if the existing 

markers are inadequate for any reason, including disturbance due to construction 
activities.  Note: Federal law prohibits the removal of pipeline markers. 

 
1.6 The Crossing Party shall not burn trash, brush, or other items or substances within 50 

feet of the pipeline. 
 
1.7 The Crossing Party shall not store any equipment or materials on the right-of-way. 
 
1.8 During routine or emergency maintenance on the pipeline, the cost to restore approved 

surface improvements (e.g., pavement, landscaping, sidewalks, etc.) shall be the 
responsibility of the Crossing Party.”12 

 
Buckeye also has an extensive set of restrictions that apply to particular improvements 
and construction activities. 

 
Columbia Gas Transmission Company Contact Mark Brodt, Phone 540-465-6441.  
According to Mr. Brodt, Columbia Gas Transmission Company has one 50-foot-wide 
right-of-way associated with a 14-inch underground high pressure natural gas steel 
pipeline.  This right-of-way was acquired in the 1940s when the pipeline was originally 
installed and is scheduled for replacement within Northumberland County in the next few 
years.  This pipeline is part of the transmission network that stretches from Maine to the 
Gulf of Mexico serving the eastern United States. 
 
Mr. Brodt explains that the Company has policies aimed at complying with all local, state 
and Federal laws.  Therefore, the Company prefers activities along the pipeline that 
minimize disturbance and introduce impediment to normal maintenance activities.  

                                                      
12 March 16, 2005 letter and email from Linda E. Conrad, Right-of-Way Specialist for Buckeye Partners, 
LP. 
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Specifically, the Company prefers right-of-way crossings that are perpendicular to the 
alignment, have natural surfaces and avoids any structural improvements.  Any proposed 
trail along this right-of-way would require submission to the Company for approval 
according the Company’s development guidelines that follow: 
 

Notify Columbia before construction begins 
 
Columbia must be notified according to the state law before construction begins in the 
vicinity of its facilities.  This notification shall be made through the appropriate state One-
Call notification service, but follow up contact should be made with the local Columbia 
Gas Transmission office. 
 
No construction or excavation activities of any kind, including blasting, shall be done on 
Columbia’s right of way area before Columbia personnel have established the actual 
location of all affected facilities and the limits of the right of way. Columbia personnel 
must be present during any construction or excavation activities. 

 
Excavation near pipelines/buried facilities 
 
No excavation shall be made on the pipeline right of way without prior notification to 
Columbia through the state One-Call notification service.  Subsequent follow-up must be 
made to Columbia to seek approval for the proposed construction. Approved excavations 
above, below or within three-feet of either side of the pipeline shall be dug using hand 
tools. 
 
Crossing pipelines with heavy equipment 
 
Columbia may require heavy equipment operators to install mats, dirt pads, or other 
approved protective materials to adequately protect Columbia pipelines from potential 
damage by heavy equipment crossing the right of way. All proposed road crossings of 
buried facilities must be evaluated by Columbia personnel. Any additional over-burden 
must be removed after construction unless otherwise directed by Columbia personnel. 
 
Blasting plans must be approved 
 
Any blasting proposed within 300 feet of Columbia facilities must be submitted to 
Columbia in advance along with a blasting plan outlining such proposed activity. No 
blasting may begin unless and until Columbia provides written confirmation that it does 
not object to such blasting. Any modifications to the blasting plan must also be submitted 
to Columbia for review and should not be implemented unless and until Columbia 
provides written confirmation that it does not object to such modifications. The blasting 
contractor may be required to monitor and record seismic shock at the facilities.  
 
Allow adequate clearance for directional drilling  
 
Any directional drilling or boring proposed under Columbia’s buried facilities must be 
submitted to Columbia for review and approval. Adequate clearance must be maintained 
from Columbia’s facilities and additional excavations may be required to ensure adequate 
clearance. As-built plans are required for all borings. 
 
Maintain up to 300-foot clear area around storage well heads 
 
Property owners or developers must notify Columbia of any proposed construction or 
excavation within 300 feet in any direction of a natural gas storage well. For safety, 
Columbia reserves the right to object to any such proposed activities or placement of objects 
closer than 300 feet to a storage wellhead.  
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Construction requirements within a right of way 
 
The requirements listed below are minimum guidelines for construction in the vicinity of 
Columbia pipeline rights of way to protect public safety and the integrity of Columbia’s 
facilities.  A review of individual plans and property rights may reveal more specific 
requirements. 
 

1. The existing cover over pipelines and rights of way, which is normally a minimum 
of 36-inches and a maximum of 48-inches, shall be maintained.  The minimum 
earth cover over pipelines at all street and road crossings, including the adjacent 
ditch line, shall be 36-inches; 60-inches minimum cover shall be maintained at 
stream and river crossings. 

 
2. Above-ground or below-ground structures or obstructions of any type shall not be 

placed within the easement area of any pipeline, which generally extends 25 feet 
on each side from the center of the pipeline, or as defined in the applicable right 
of way or land rights agreement.  

 
3. Pipeline easements shall not be shared longitudinally with other utilities.  All 

water valves, curb boxes, manholes, etc. must be outside the easement.  Other 
utilities which cross Columbia pipelines must do so at or as near 90 degrees as 
practical and with a minimum of 12-inches vertical clearance.  Any crossing not 
installed below Columbia’s pipelines must have prior written consent from 
Columbia (Location of Buried Facilities Form – Form 1050-P17). All crossings 
(excluding single telephone and single television drops) of Columbia facilities by 
cable and/or wire utilities, including but not limited to electric, fiber optic, 
telephone, and television lines crossing Columbia’s pipelines must be encased 
with a minimum of 2-inch Schedule 80 PVC pipe. For safety reasons, electric and 
fiber optic lines shall also be surrounded with a minimum of six inches of 
concrete or encased with 4-inch minimum diameter, .250-wall, coated steel pipe 
for the full width of the right-of-way. Metallic warning flags shall also be buried 
above all cable, wire utility, or fiber optic lines crossing a Columbia right-of-way. 
All crossings must be approved by Columbia before installation begins. 

 
4. Roads shall cross pipelines at or as near 90 degrees as practical, but at angles 

not less than 45 degrees.  The entity constructing the street must pay for any 
measures required by Columbia to protect its pipeline(s).  Such protective 
measures shall be designed and/or approved by Columbia personnel. 

 
5. Paved areas, such as parking lots, shall not be allowed over the easement 

unless the pavement can be altered so as not to impact the safe and reliable 
operation and maintenance of Columbia’s pipeline. Concrete paving in 
Columbia’s right-of-way, except for sidewalks and curbs, is prohibited.  
Consequently, all plans for pavement within a Columbia right-of-way must be 
submitted and approved by Columbia personnel before paving can begin. 

 
6. Septic tanks and leach fields should be placed so they drain away from the 

pipeline where practical.  In no case shall they be placed in the easement area. 
 
7. The right-of-way may be planted in lawn and small shrubs (less than 5 feet tall) 

or may be used for normal agricultural purposes.  However, shrubs will not be 
allowed within 5 feet each side of the pipeline.  Shrubs greater than 5 feet tall 
and trees, including fruit or nut bearing trees of any kind, are prohibited within the 
right of way. 

 
8.  Fences that block visual inspection or interfere with access to Columbia’s 

facilities are prohibited within Columbia rights of way.  Fences permitted by 
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Columbia to cross its rights of way must be designed with 12-foot gates 
centered on the pipelines and must cross at or as near to 90 degrees as 
possible. 

 
State One-Call Notification Services Call Before Digging  

 Pennsylvania: 1-800-242-1776 
For more information, call the appropriate Columbia representative. 
Pennsylvania: 1-540-465-642913 

                                                      
13 April 6, 2005 email from Mark Brodt, Right-of-Way Specialist for Columbia Gas Transmission Co. 


